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land on which we stand, is 
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Monque Aura, Oneida Nation
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OUR 
SESSION

● Project Overview

● Central Questions of Inquiry

● Methodology

● Challenges / Bridges

● Conclusion



CASE STUDY ● Project Emergence

● 4-weeks, 2.5 hours each session

● Students from University of Toronto (C), 
Stellenbosch University (CC), University of Cape 
Town (CC), Indiana University Bloomington (CC), 
Universidad de los Andes (CC), Ashoka University 
(CC), University West (CC), Sciences Po (CC)

● 61 students

● 17 student facilitators

● 10 prototypes

● The Global Classroom brings together 
students from around the world in a 
collaborative online format for cross cultural 
engagement and learning, rooted in design 
thinking. This series explores how citizens, 
activists, NGOs and governments respond to 
climate change issues in innovative and 
democratic ways



How might we address inequities around 
knowledge production and student 
experience across Global North / Global South 
Educational and Sociopolitical Environments? 

(Gaventa, 2008)

● How this emerged as a problem

● Global Knowledge and student experience

● Global North-Global South Relations

● Students as teachers

Central Question of Inquiry 1



How might we reveal and push against 
borders in global learning environments?

(Behari-Leak, 2020)

● Global North / Global South

● Curricular / Co-curricular

● Teacher / Student

● Engaging the ‘borderless’

● Futurities (ISSOTL 2022)

Central Question of Inquiry 2



How might we provide students with 
relevant tools to tackle wicked and 
borderless problems, while also 
contributing to their work, research 
and professional development?

(Manzini, 2015)

Central Question of Inquiry 3



Interdisciplinary





Global Classroom Design Process

DISCOVER

March 5
Workshop

Team-building 
and asset 
mapping (your 
superpowers!)

Community 
Partner: 350.org

Democracy & 
climate dialogue

DEFINE

March 12
Workshop

Problem 
definition & 
brainstorming

Prototyping & 
action

DEVELOP

March 19
Office Hours 

2 weeks to 
develop ideas / 
prototypes

Feedback from 
Global 
Classroom team 

DELIVER

March 26
Final Showcase

Presentation of 
teamwork and idea(s)

Reflection & 
integration

Beyond the Global 
Classroom



Design thinking provides a 
framework for complex, iterative 
and targeted solutions: it 
emphasizes the need to define the 
problem well, and build sooner to 
get better feedback.

(Caroline Hill, equityXdesign)



BORDERS & BRIDGES

Teacher / 
Student

● Training

● Flat Hierarchy

● Power Sharing

Curricular / 
Co-curricular

● Iterative Feedback 
loops

● Skills Development: 
Facilitation Training 
(Manzini, 2015)

Global North / 
Global South

● Speakers from all 
locations

● Sharing Financial and 
Tech. Resources



STUDENT 
FEEDBACK



GCDI YEAR 1 REPORT

Marco Adamovic - marco.adamovic@utoronto.ca 

Bettina von Lieres bettina.vonlieres@utoronto.ca 

Jesi Carson – jesi@designnerds.org

Matthew Wingfield - 17902088@sun.ac.za 

Mukisa Mujulizi – Mukisa@designnerds.org 
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