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‘Love’ in Teaching and Learning

“My real hope is to open up a conversation about what I 

consider to be the real secret of great teaching, a force more 

powerful and disruptive than any technology: love” 

(Wesch, 2011)

“To love well is the task in all meaningful relationships, not 

just romantic bonds.” 

(Hooks, 2001)



‘Love’ in Teaching and Learning

“I did not (indeed, would not have dared) use the word love explicitly during my early 

career” (Artze-Vega, 2018, 2)

Why is love so neglected in academic work?  (Dewey, 1933/Schubert, 2009)

How are we to reclaim a language of love for learning, to put the heart back into our 

writing about education?  (Rowland, 1997, p. 244)

What do we mean by love?



‘Hope’ in Teaching and Learning

“Because I have hope, I cannot abide by the status quo because I know what could be, not 

just what should be.” (Gannon, 2020)

“Freire (1994) warned against a ‘naïve hope’ that assumes individual and social 

transformation is easily achieved, and also against the view that change is impossible. [...] 

This is hard, long-term labor with no shortcuts that will ensure our success, or even 

progress. Still, we must persist: ‘to hope is to gamble. It is to bet on the future, on your 

desires, on the possibility that an open heart and uncertainty is better than gloom and 

safety … .Hope calls for action’ (Solnit, 2016).” (McGowan & Felten, 2021)

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1360144X.2021.1903902?scroll=top&needAccess=true#
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1360144X.2021.1903902?scroll=top&needAccess=true#


‘Hope’ in Teaching and Learning

“The utopian is powerfully real in the sense that hope and desire (and even fantasies) are 

real, never ‘merely’ fantasy. It is a force that moves and shapes history.” (Bammer, 2015)

“Utopia is always a metaphor, always a wish, a desire, a no-place that performance can 

sometimes help us map if not find. But a performative is not a metaphor; it’s a doing, and 

it’s in the performative’s gesture that hope adheres, that communitas happens, that the 

not-yet-conscious is glimpsed and felt and strained forward.” (Dolan, 2005)

What do we mean by hope?



‘Beauty’ in Teaching and Learning

“Beauty is at the heart of the humanities: we spend time with our students gazing at 

slides of beautiful objects, helping them craft beautiful conclusions to their essays, 

deconstructing the influence of gender stereotypes and body politics upon notions of 

beauty, and analyzing philosophical theories of aesthetic judgment. The experience of a 

great class discussion feels, to me, much closer to beauty than to the mere satisfaction of 

time used well in the pursuit of learning outcomes. But to name it as such in our current 

climate feels odd, even dangerous.”

(Rosenblatt, 2015)

What do we mean by beauty?



Reflect and Write … From Your 

What brings you here? 

What do “Love, Beauty, Hope, Justice” 

mean to you?

How do you feel them impact your work?



Our Love Stories

Why are we here at this session on “Love, Hope and Beauty: 

Nurturing a Shared Vision for Justice-Oriented Change in Higher 

Education”?



The Mays Imad Story



The Josh Caulkins Story



The Josh Caulkins Story

● Currently at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Prescott, AZ 

(Prev. Arizona State Univ., Univ. of Rhode Island & UBC-Vancouver)

● Innovative Teaching Grants
○ Focus on small changes

○ Active support, Student-Partners, Peer-observations

○ How does love and beauty fit in here?

● Our faculty don’t frequently engage in discussions related to topics 

on love, beauty, justice, etc.



Feeling the Love (in STEM)

Dr. Gerald Weber

● Deeply committed to teaching

● Cowboy - Actions, not words

● Tough love, but love nonetheless

● First “Aha” moment…



Feeling the Love in STEM

● What does…
○ love of teaching

○ love of learning

○ love of discipline

○ love of research

○ love of academia

○ love of colleagues

○ love of students

                                       ...look like?

● Good teaching takes time to:
○ Design, create, attempt, fail, get 

feedback, beautify, critique, retool

● Do we have a moral obligation to 

ourselves, our students, our 

peers, to reflect on this? To enact 

this? To embody this?

● What is our obligation?



The Brad Wuetherick Story



The Anna Santucci Story
Love, Hope, and Beauty for Justice & Change

From birth to this moment - 

References from ISSOTL 2022 sessions:

● Hope: https://sched.co/1B0Cv

● Futurities: https://sched.co/1B0Ge

● Recasting Agreements (Rendón 2010), Decentering 

the Self & Radical Hospitality: https://sched.co/15aAN  

● Trust: https://sched.co/1B0At 

● Dewsbury keynote: https://sched.co/15aHp 

● Kovach keynote: https://sched.co/1B0AA 

Simon Sharkey, The Necessary Space

Lois Holzman, The Overweight Brain  

 

 

https://sched.co/1B0Cv
https://sched.co/1B0Ge
https://sched.co/15aAN
https://sched.co/1B0At
https://sched.co/15aHp
https://sched.co/1B0AA
https://www.thenecessaryspace.com/home
https://eastsideinstitute.org/resources/bookstore/reviews-the-overweight-brain/


What resonates from what we shared?

Share as you’re comfortable 
from your writing



Photo by Sabri Tuzcu on Unsplash

LOVE  HOPE  BEAUTY    
 JUSTICE

Imagining, together …

https://unsplash.com/@sabrituzcu?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/ripple?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


How are we trying to enact a SoTL Practice 
Grounded in Love, Hope, and Beauty?

What does it look like to do 
things differently?

A call to action…   


