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Our Goals

1. Learn about the disciplinary landscapes from the International Collaborative 
Working Group’s (ICWG) research in 2024-2025.

2. Consider and discuss the influence of your information landscapes on your 
work.

3. Consider strategies to promote interdisciplinary collaboration–as individuals, 
at your institutions, and within ISSOTL; including specific strategies to 
broaden interdisciplinary engagement.

4. Identify collaborators through or in the workshop, including discussing an 
interdisciplinary SoTL topic.



The ICWG Project:
The Information Landscapes of 
ISSOTL: Exploring Disciplinary 
Journeys in SoTL Scholarship  

Part 1: ISSOTL 2024 Conference Program Review 

Part 2: Anonymous Survey

Part 3: Focus Groups

“The Information Landscapes of ISSOTL: Exploring 
Disciplinary Journeys in SoTL Scholarship” white 
paper to be published at ISSOTL.com



Part 1: ISSOTL 2024 

Conference Program Review 

ISSOTL 2024 conference program identified 

presenters’ disciplines (N=394)



Disciplines of ISSOTL 
Conference Presenters

How do conference presenters bring   

their disciplinary information practices    

to their SoTL work?

● Humanities

● Social Science

● Natural Science

● Formal Science

● Applied Science



Reflections

groups of 2 to 4 people (8 mins.)

If you could describe your disciplinary journey 

through SoTL as a story arc:

○ Consider where you started in your career 

(e.g. your academic discipline).

○ What would be its key turning point?

○ How did your “discipline” change? Or not 

change?

○ How has crossing disciplinary boundaries 

through SoTL changed your sense of 

belonging as a scholar?

○ Discuss where you are today. 



Insights 
(5 mins.) 

In your smaller groups, did you:

● Notice any commonalities

● Identify any major differences?

Are there any unique stories that 

you would like to share with the 

group at large?



Huge thanks to Wai Ling Fong 
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Part 2: Anonymous Survey

12 questions: 21.4% response rate
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Disciplines represented 
in survey data



Reflections

groups of 2 to 4 people (8 mins.) ● How does the disciplinary diversity 
of ISSOTL conference presenters 

impact your view of SoTL? 

● In what ways does disciplinary 
representation of SoTL work 

change the way we may work with 
colleagues at our institutions?



Insights

(5 mins.)

What else would be helpful      

to ask or learn about the 

disciplinary landscapes                   

of SoTL and ISSOTL?



Part 3: Focus Groups

Six focus groups of 1-hour each   
25 participants; 11 disciplines



Focus Group Umbrella Codes



Key Takeaways

● SoTL as a counter-space and a bridge 

● Flexibility between disciplines and SoTL

● The value of people as information

● Visions for SoTL: 

○ break down disciplinary silos

○ hope for SoTL to be taken more 

seriously at institutions 



Reflections

groups of 2 to 4 people (8 mins.)

Which of the four key takeaways resonates 

the most with you?

● SoTL as a counter-space and a bridge 

● Flexibility between disciplines and SoTL

● The value of people as information

● Visions for SoTL: 

○ break down silos

○ hope for SoTL to be taken more 

seriously at institutions 



Insights 
(5 mins.)

Where should SoTL go next 

in our changing landscape?



Disciplinary Landscapes In Practice (15 mins.)

What is a SoTL topic on which your group             
could collaborate?

Be sure to consider what each group member’s discipline 
is contributing to your discussion.



Disciplinary Landscapes In Practice (15 mins.)

In three sentences, tell us about the SoTL topics you 
discussed at your table.

Be sure to consider what each group member’s discipline 
is contributing to your discussion.
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